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NGSS Science Leader Program

Ready to take your work with NGSS to the next level?Year 1 Program Features:
· Two Part Program:
· Part 1: Leadership Participant Training
· Part 2:  Study Group Implementation 
· On-site support and materials when leading study group
· $1200 cost per participant 
· Optional graduate/CEU credit
· Meals provided for all training days
· $2000 stipend for each study group run in Part 2

Audience:  Science teachers and leaders, science coordinators, and higher education faculty.

Dates:  Summer Institute:  August 16-18 and 22-24 8:30-4 Plus 4 school year follow up dates TBD

Location: 
TIMES2 STEM Academy
50 Filmore St. 
Providence, RI




[bookmark: _Hlk483999662]The NGSS Science Leader Pathway will provide professional development, support, and a learning community focused on 3- Dimensional teaching and learning and the implementation of NGSS in K-12 classrooms. The goal of the NGSS Science Leader Pathway is to build capacity among a cadre of science education leaders across Rhode Island to support other teachers in understanding the shifts in NGSS by facilitating Rhode Island study groups using the Next Generation Science Exemplar System for professional learning (NGSX).

This goal will be accomplished in two parts:

[bookmark: _Hlk484071459]Part I:  Leadership Participant Training
In year 1 participants will be part of a leader training that includes engaging in 6 of the NGSX unit modules as well as a facilitator training. This training will be approximately 64 hours in length. In addition, participants will part take in 2 reflection sessions later in the year, “Problems of Practice”, to improve facilitation skills. This facilitator training will not only prepare participants to lead an NGSX study group, but also provide quality professional learning for the leaders themselves around model-based inquiry, evidence-based reasoning and talk, and adapting curriculum to align with the NGSS. 
 
Part 2:  Study Group Implementation 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Equipped with the training and the NGSX program, the leaders will co-facilitate an NGSX study group of (25-28) teachers around RI as an expected part of the program.  This on-site study group will engage formal and informal science educators in the NGSX units.  TIMES2 Institute will provide all organizational and implementation support including: on-site assistance during parts of the implementation, use of the materials needed for the science investigations, technology, meals, facilities, registration, a stipend for each facilitator, and additional leader support.  This best thing about this program is being able to work with other educators, build on each other's strengths within the K-12 science teacher continuum.  I would absolutely recommend this experience to all teachers, new and experienced, because it demonstrates the practices of NGSS to teachers in the true pedagogy of constructivism having teachers learn as students.  After taking this I was prepared to teach my new science units with the NGSS practices because of all of the resources shared with us.
	- Burlington, VT NGSX Facilitators







What is the NGSX Professional Development System (NGSX)?:

 The NGSX is a blended model of professional learning. Participants meet in a study group and draw upon a high functioning web platform designed to support K-12 science educators in applying the pedagogical shifts (moving from “learning about” to “figuring out”) described in the Framework for K-12 Science Education and the Next Generation Science Standards to their own teaching. NGSX brings the expertise of NRC Framework developers, experts in teacher learning, and expert professional development facilitators to science educatorsThe teachers in our study group report that NGSX is extremely valuable. They have gone back to their schools and bragged about it so that there is high demand for more study groups among teachers in our schools, now. The best part is, as a science coach, watching good science planning and instruction unfold in the classroom. It makes a difference to students! I see it first hand.
-CSSU Science Coach, MS Teacher and NGSX Facilitator




 NGSX is organized into learning pathways structured to immerse participants – as learners and as teachers -- in the 3 dimensions of science learning; core ideas of science, scientific and engineering practices and crosscutting concepts called for in the Framework. Using a web-based system of tasks, tools and resources in a study group format, the NGSX experience combines first-hand science investigations, videotaped expert commentary and classroom case studies along with facilitated individual, small group and whole group discussions. Because these tools, tasks, and resources are located on a web-platform they are available to participants at any time outside of scheduled study group meetings. In a collegial, seminar-like environment, NGSX study group participants will engage, with the help of highly skilled co-facilitators, in modeling, reasoning from evidence and constructing explanations of complex phenomena, hallmarks of Next Generation Science. They also will learn to use questioning strategies and “talk moves”, to create a classroom culture in which students explain their thinking, listen to and build on the ideas of others and function as a community of critical thinkers. For more information and to view video about the NGSX professional learning project please go to NGSX.org 

I hope all educators have the opportunity to participate in this training. It will impact their teaching across all content areas and the culture of their classrooms to best meet the needs of students. It truly capitalizes on 21st century skills. 
· Norwich, CT School District NGSX Study Group Participant
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For further information and to apply, please contact:  Erin Conley, econley@times2.org   Cell: 401-602-4918  
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